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Most people would have varying 
degrees of fear when talking about 
eating insects, with the inevitable 

‘yuck factor,’ but who could have imagined 
that this is a market that has been growing 
massively in the past few years?

Insect consumption is also widely seen as 
an important solution in helping to feed the 
growing population, expected to reach over  
9 billion by 2050.

Surprisingly, insects are consumed by 
over 80% of people today in non-western 
countries. According to experts, insects  
will be an important alternative source of 
protein for the future with protein levels are  
at 70% in crickets.

The FAO says insects are an environmentally- 
friendly food source, emitting considerably  
far less in greenhouse gases than livestock, 
consume less water and do not require large 
swathes of land for production. 

An underestimated market 
In 2013, the Food and Agriculture Organiza-
tion of the United Nations (FAO) published 
“Edible Insects: Future Prospects for Food and 
Feed Security,” encouraging global citizens to 
consume edible insects.

The European Union (EU) has taken  
further steps in this field, agreeing on new 
food regulations allowing the import and 
consumption of new and innovative foods 
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Crickets - from insects to food revolution

“Cricket Pasta Anyone?
Bugsolutely produces pasta from 

cricket flour in Bangkok. The company 
anticipates exponential growth 

in this market.”



Thailand Investment Review

 FEBRUARY 2017 I 9 

produced from edible insects. These regula-
tions will take e ect on anuary , , and 
are expected to greatly increase demand for 
edible insects.

hile the F  publication generated an 
unusual amount of attention, the ’s action 
provided a stamp of official approval, 
prompting market interest and expansion,  
with a ood of new businesses entering this 
growing market worldwide.

ccording to an analysis from I, the 
edible insect market is financially promising 
with ’s revenue at just over T  .  billion 

S   million , with a  C R expected 
in the following years. y , global revenue 
is forecast to exceed T  .  billion S  

 million .
The main segment in this market is  

powder/ our, such as cricket our. It is 
undergoing rapid growth and is set to grow  

 times over the next five years. s concerns 
over food security and the future of food  
meet food technologies, the market is moving 
towards introducing more efficient protein 
sources with impressive nutritional profiles  
for both humans and livestock.

In Thailand, the cricket market has 
undergone massive growth in just the past  

-  years. In , the market value was 
roughly T   billion S   million , which is 
the largest in sia- acific, and second largest 
in the world after Canada.

ithin the next five years, especially if  
the  starts implementing the new regulation 
on novel foods, a lot of investors will ood  
into Thailand,  predicted upa anboon- 
song, an entomology expert at hon aen 

niversity’s Faculty of griculture. 

Bugsolutely – producing pasta from 
crickets

assimo Reverberi, the Italian-born director  
of Bugsolutely – a Bangkok-based company 
that produces pasta from cricket our made in 
Thailand, is at the forefront of this unfolding 
trend and sees the huge potential of the 
nutritional and economic benefits in crickets.

The company’s main product is cricket 
pasta, considered an innovative super-food 
launched last year.

Currently, the products are exported to 
South orea, with an agreement soon to be 
completed with a distributor in Great Britain. 

r. Reverberi now has his sights set on 

markets in the S, ustralia, ew ealand  
and apan.

Confident that this market has the potential 
for exponential growth in the future, 

ugsolutely is planning for vertical integration 
by producing its cricket our in-house  
to further reduce the cost of production, and 
to expand its production capacity to capture 
the increasing demand, both domestically and 
internationally.

Huge opportunity for Thailand as a 
production hub to serve global 
demand
There are many businesses dealing with 
insects in Thailand in food production but also 
in other industries, such as the medical sector. 
For instance, a elgian business making 
supplementary food capsules from cricket 
our successfully convinced several private 

Thai hospitals to use their capsules to help 
patients get their weight under control.

Insect farming in Thailand can serve both 
human consumption as well as animal feed, 
while cricket farming in Thailand is one of the 
main sources of food for numerous chicken 
and pork farms from leading agriculture and 
food companies in Thailand.

There are several reasons why Thailand is 
a leading country in this industry and why 
many companies decided to choose Thailand 
as their production hub. First, Thailand has an 
abundant supply of edible insects, which has 
attracted a lot of new and emerging western 
companies. Second, Thailand has farmed 
crickets for over  years with advanced 
techniques which ensure that crickets are 
clean and safe. Third, the cost of production is 
favorable compared with Canada, the world’s 
largest cricket producer. hile Canadian 
cricket our costs between T  ,  to 

,  S   to  per kilo, Thailand 
produces cricket our at T   and  

S   to  per kilo. 
owever, Thailand is aiming to capture 

further growth and development in the edible 
insects market. The Thai Ministry of Agri-
culture expects to obtain the ood gri-
culture ractice  certification for cricket  
farming by 2017. This will further enhance 
Thailand’s reputation as the go-to destination 
for investors who think of alternative protein 
sources and making insects part of a 
sustainable diet in the future. 
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